“What Might This Photo Say?”

Level: Intermediate

Time: 45 minutes 

Objective: Students will understand the meaning of the modals “must, might, and “could,” and will be able to use the modals correctly in written and oral sentences.    

1. Motivation: Tell students a story about yourself like this one: You weren’t sure where your friend was this weekend.  You tried calling him or her, but to no avail.  After repeated attempts your friend still did not answer their cell phone.  You began to wonder why?  What happened?  Ask the students if they can guess why your friend did not answer the cell phone.  

Solicit responses from students and write them on the board.  Possibilities are “She got married,”  “her cell phone is broken.”  Other possible answers might be: “Your friend might have been…angry at you….in the hospital...out of town…”   Or…”Your friend’s cell phone’s battery could have been dead.”   

2. Ask students which of their responses are 100% sure/likely, which are 90% sure, and 50% sure.  Label their responses.  

Then introduce the modals.  


Is= 100% sure


Must= 90% sure


Could/might= 50% sure


Rewrite several of their sentences using these: 


“She must have lost her cell phone.”  


“She might have gotten married.”  


Point out the use of the past perfect and have the students practice a few more sentences like this. 

3. Put the students into pairs or groups of three and pass out one interesting photograph to each pair.  The photographs should have people.  If the students need more guidance, pass out a copy of the “What Might This Photo Say?”  

The students must write three “is” statements, three “must be” statements and three “might/could be” statements about their photo.  

The teacher can help them with vocabulary difficulties.  

4. When finished, each pair of students must stand up, share their photo with the class, and read several of their statements.  

“What Might This Photo Say?”
Look at your picture.  

What IS 100% sure about the picture? 

· __________________________________________________________. 

· __________________________________________________________.

· __________________________________________________________.

What MUST be true (90% sure)? 

· __________________________________________________________. 

· __________________________________________________________.

· __________________________________________________________.

What MIGHT or COULD be true (maybe 50% sure)? 

· __________________________________________________________. 

· __________________________________________________________.

· __________________________________________________________.

Look at your picture.  

What IS 100% sure about the picture? 

· __________________________________________________________. 

· __________________________________________________________.

· __________________________________________________________.

What MUST be true (90% sure)? 

· __________________________________________________________. 

· __________________________________________________________.

· __________________________________________________________.

What MIGHT or COULD be true (maybe 50% sure)? 

· __________________________________________________________. 

· __________________________________________________________.

· __________________________________________________________.
